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When rendering decisions, courts must apply the governing principles of law, regardless of whether the parties cite them, 
but not in a mechanical manner. 


A court deciding a case must find the facts, declare the law, and apply it to the facts. l When rendering decisions, courts must 
look beyond the particular case to the governing principle and apply it to the facts 2 regardless of extraneous influences. > The 
court is not in a position to choose between public policy choices when the law unambiguously addresses the question before it, i 
and a court may not disregard a controlling legal standard in favor of some other legal rule > as a court's exercise of discretion 
must be within existing legal norms. ê Public policy is not determined by a court's generalized concepts of fairness and justice 


or determination of what might be most just in a particular case; 


instead, courts must look to the constitution, statutes, and 
judicial decisions. 8 Treatises are not binding on a court; rather, the court is bound by principles of statutory interpretation and 


. . 5 9 
its prior decisions. 


A court must apply the controlling law regardless of whether either party cites or relies on it. '0 A court need not base its 
decision on a rule whose nonexistence is apparent on the face of things merely because the parties agree that it exists. "| The 
court retains the independent power to identify and apply the proper construction of the governing law, 12 and the parties cannot 


compel a court to misconstrue a statute by arguing only incorrect interpretations of it. 13 


Although the basic principle of justice is that like cases should be decided alike, 14 legal principles should not be applied in a 
formulaic manner. '> A court will not permit form to override substance 16 or procedural technicalities to defeat fairness and 


justice. 17 On the other hand, a court may not rely on its own sympathies as the basis for a judicial decision. is 
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A court may extend or limit a judicially created doctrine. 19 A doctrine that has reached a point of obsolescence may be 


discarde 


of law from which a corollary arises is no longer valid, a court must hold that the corollary also is inoperative. 


10 


11 


12 


and the rule itself should not be applied if the reason for it no longer exists. 21 Furthermore, when the principle 


22 
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